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IOWA FARMERS' PRACTICES AND OPINIONS ABOUT 
LISA 
Paul Lasley 
Associate Professor of Sociology /Extension Sociologist, 
Iowa State University 
Data from the 1989 Iowa Farm and Rural Life Poll of 2,016 randomly 
selected farmers are used to examine producers' use of practices to reduce inputs 
and their opinions about current agricultural practices. In this study, farmers were 
asked the extent to which they use a set of recommended practices to reduce their 
use of chemical fertilizer and pesticides (Table 1). Although the majority of farmers 
use these recommended practices, there remains significant numbers of producers 
who either do not use the practices or make only limited use of them. For example, 
26 percent of the respondents reported they either do not use or make limited use 
of soil testing. In addition, farm operators were asked their opinions about current 
agricultural practices (Table 2). Approximately three-fourths of the respondents 
agreed that modern fa.rmtng relies too heavily upon chemical fertilizers and 
pesticides. Nearly six out of ten producers agreed that the increased use of low 
input farming methods would help maintain the environment. When asked their 
level of concem about the health and safety of agricultural practices, farm 
operators expressed moderate to high levels of concem (Table 3). The aerial 
spraying of pesticides and the use of insecticides were viewed as posing the greatest 
health risks. The implications of these findings for farmer adoption of low input 
sustainable agricultural practices are discussed. 
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Table 1. Iowa farmers' use of selected farm practices to reduce commercial 
fertilizer and pesticide use. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
Crop rotation 
Soil testing 
Mechanical cultivation 
Animal manure 
Plant legumes 
Do your own scouting 
Do Not 
Use 
Integrated pest management 
Use degree days 
Employ prof. scouting service 
Non-conventional products 
Phermone traps for cutworms 
Limited 
Use 
2 
6 
2 
21 
11 
10 
41 
48 
85 
78 
91. 
Moderate 
Use 
Percent - - -
11 43 
20 47 
15 60 
24 34 
33 39 
29 46 
34 22 
31 19 
10 4 
17 4 
5 3 
Heavy 
Use 
44 
27 
23 
21 
17 
15 
3 
2 
1 
1 
. 1 
Table .2. Iowa fanners' opinions on agricultural practices. 
Strongly Somewhat Uncertain Somewhat Strongly 
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
Percent 
1. Modem farming relies 
too heavily upon insecti-
cides and herbicides 40 38 5 13 3 
2. Modem farming relies 
too heavily upon chemical 
fertilizer 34 42 6 15 4 
3. Increased use of low-
input farming practices 
would maintain our 
natural resources 21 48 19 11 2 
4. Fanners would use more 
low input farming methods 
if more research information 
was available 14 42 30 11 2 
5. There is too much 
attention about the harmful 
effects of pesticides and too 
little about their benefits• 14 38 14 23 12 
6. The need for an 
inadequate supply of food 
limits the use of low input 
farming practices 
on a commercial basts• 8 37 27 21 6 
7. There is too much 
concem about food safety 
issues• 6 24 14 36 19 
•Reversed codes in computing scale 
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Table 3. Iowa farmers' concem about the health and safety of agricultural 
practices. 
1. Aerial spraying of pesticides 
2. Use of insecticides 
3. Use of herbicides 
4. Use of chemical fertilizer 
No 
Concem 
1 2 
3 5 
3 6 
4 11 
10 19 
Moderate 
Concem 
3 4 5 
11 26 16 
14 25 19 
20 28 16 
23 27 11 
Very 
Concemed 
6 7 
17 22 
17 16 
11 10 
4 6 
